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Ad Net Zero ‘We Need to Talk about Sustainability x AI’ webinar series

Ad Net Zero hosted three webinars exploring the opportunities and challenges of AI as it becomes ubiquitous, particularly in the
advertising industry. Experts from APR, Google, HAVAS, ITV, Scope 3, Murphy Cobb, Public Good, Reckitt, and trade associations the
4A’s, Advertising Association, and ISBA shared their perspective over three sessions. Key topics included:

what people need to understand about AI (AI vs. Gen AI / LLMs), 
what we know and don’t know about AI’s emissions and natural resource use, 
industry uses, examples of AI powering sustainability through efficiency or innovation.

AI Foundation & Operational AI in Creative & Production AI Future & Policy

“Try to understand where this sits in terms of
your overall impact. ...How you can use these
tools, not only in making sure the tools are as
environmentally efficient as possible, but... to
reduce the overall impact of your organisation”. 

External Resources

Advertising industry specific resources include:

ISBA & the IPA’s ‘AI Principles’ (2023)Page 32, AI Taskforce’s Report (2024) Scope3 Sustainable AI Substack

Check out deeper dive resources on following page...

Check out the full writeup with summaries and additional resources.

“We can use generative AI to support growth in our businesses
while recognising the carbon cost...before discussing the lack of
consensus on AI emissions measurement and the actionable steps
one can take now to reduce carbon intensity.”

- AYA SAED, DIRECTOR OF AI POLICY & STRATEGY, SCOPE3

- ADAM ELMAN, EMEA DIRECTOR OF
SUSTAINABILITY, GOOGLE

“The real value comes when AI tools are used as enablers, not as
replacements, enhancing human creativity and strategic
decision making.”
- STEFFEN GENTIS, MURPHY COBB & RECKITT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS62wbRLAsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvxvKE0-sCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWwe6ffOPz0
https://adnetzero.com/news/ad-net-zero-ai-x-sustainability-exploratory-q1-2025-series-summary/
https://www.isba.org.uk/knowledge/advertising-industry-principles-use-generative-ai-creative-advertising
https://adassoc.org.uk/our-work/advertising-association-publishes-inaugural-report-from-ai-taskforce/
https://sustainableai.substack.com/p/welcome
https://www.isba.org.uk/knowledge/advertising-industry-principles-use-generative-ai-creative-advertising
https://adassoc.org.uk/our-work/advertising-association-publishes-inaugural-report-from-ai-taskforce/
https://sustainableai.substack.com/p/welcome
https://adnetzero.com/news/ad-net-zero-ai-x-sustainability-exploratory-q1-2025-series-summary/


“Keep asking for that [emissions]
data from [your service provider].. 

Where you have control, think
about the optimisation, how you
can run those models more
efficiently.”

- TIM DAVIS, PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT,
ENTERPRISE ARCHITECTURE, ITV

AI x Sustainability
ad net zero resource guide

IEA’s Detailed 2024 Energy Analysis

Quantified Emissions paper | Hugging Face

TBI’s Policy Recommendations The Sensible AI Manifesto

Learn more to help you / your organisation develop mindful use principles::

Electricity 2024 Report | IEA

Be an informed consumer.
Understand what you’re buying
and how things differ, so you
know what questions to ask. 

Dig in on the things you do a lot,
not the things you don’t do very
much... that’s where you’ll get
maximum benefit.”

- DAN RATNER, CO-FOUNDER AND
CEO, PUBLIC GOOD

Nature, 2025 WEF & BCG, 2025 AI Datacenter Energy Dilemma
AI for energy optimisation

and innovation

https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/140a0470-5b90-4922-a0e9-838b3ac6918c/WorldEnergyOutlook2024.pdf
https://institute.global/insights/climate-and-energy/greening-ai-a-policy-agenda-for-the-artificial-intelligence-and-energy-revolutions
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/140a0470-5b90-4922-a0e9-838b3ac6918c/WorldEnergyOutlook2024.pdf
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2311.16863
https://institute.global/insights/climate-and-energy/greening-ai-a-policy-agenda-for-the-artificial-intelligence-and-energy-revolutions
https://sensibleaimanifesto.com/
https://www.iea.org/reports/electricity-2024
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-024-54271-x
https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Climate_Adaptation_Unlocking_Value_Chains_with_the_Power_of_Technology_2025.pdf
https://semianalysis.com/2024/03/13/ai-datacenter-energy-dilemma-race/
https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-and-ai/ai-for-energy-optimisation-and-innovation#abstract
https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-and-ai/ai-for-energy-optimisation-and-innovation#abstract

