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¥

key focus pointé when considering carbon oifseiting. |

Below are some |
e Focus must be on achieving emission reductions first and foremost. Offsetting should not be

done instead of taking direct action to reduce emissions.

« |f there is remaining resource/budget after all opportunities to directly reduce emissions
within the value chain have been pursued, it is then that “purchasing carbon credits is a way
to be accountable for a climate impact and to take climate action beyond one's own area of
influence.”, as stated by the Gold Standard.

o The_SBTi’'s ‘Corporate Net Zero Standard’ states that organisations should aim to reduce as

close to 100% emissions as possible. They mention aiming for at least 90%, and then using
carbon removals for any remaining emissions that cannot be reduced. This 90% figure was
developed as a minimum, through a balanced, transparent, and inclusive stakeholder
process. It was based on the |EA ‘Net Zero by 2050’ report which itself was in line with

reductions assessed in the IPCC in its Sixth Assessment Report.
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https://racetozero.unfccc.int/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Race-to-Zero-EPRG-Criteria-Interpretation-Guide.pdf
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Race-to-Zero-EPRG-Criteria-Interpretation-Guide.pdf
https://www.goldstandard.org/resources/faqs
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/Net-Zero-Standard.pdf
https://www.iea.org/news/pathway-to-critical-and-formidable-goal-of-net-zero-emissions-by-2050-is-narrow-but-brings-huge-benefits
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/
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o Businesses can be both “Net Zero” & “Carbon Neutral”- many organisations are on Net Zero
reduction journeys but invest in offsets as well.

« If you're buying offsets, the Climate Change Committee’s guidance is to “support high

integrity nature-based and biological solutions and engineered removals”, prioritising
schemes which contribute to the preservation and restoration of natural sinks, not ones
linked to neutralization or compensation claims.

e Ensure that any credits achieve robust outcomes for additionality, permanence, and
accounting, and do not undermine social justice or harm biodiversity. Organisations such as
Gold Standard can help direct you to offsets that feature the highest levels of environmental

integrity and contribute to sustainable development.

What happens to emissions when
you purchase a carbon offset?

. London, UK ]
CG —r bo n B r ! ef h G Ve \ / Charlotte Arbon buys a plane ticket from Risk: Offsets can provide Charlotte

5 o ; > the airline Woop Air and pays extra for with justification for continuing a high-
prod Uced an |nS|g hthI — trees to be planted in Kenya. emitting activity.

infographic assessing the

potential risks of carbon
offsets and their credibility: L ,
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‘Woop Alr claims it is a net-zero airline

that offsets its emissions through its Risk: The claim relies on offsets that

FlyZer( programme. might exaggerate their ability to reduce
emissions.

Click here to view the

infographic in full.

Woop Air has a partnership with Risk: Both Woop Air and the Kenyan

GoGreenest, a business that buys offsets government can claim to have reduced

in bulk and sells them to companies. their emissions with the same offsets,
raising the risk of “double counting”.
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https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/infographic.html
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/voluntary-carbon-markets-and-offsetting/
https://www.goldstandard.org/
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/infographic.html
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/infographic.html
https://www.carbonbrief.org/
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/infographic.html

